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Garbingasis arkivyskupas

Teofilius Matulionis
1873—1962

2016 metais popiezius Pranciskus nusprendé paskelbti palaimintuoju
kankinj, Dievo tarng arkivyskupa Teofiliy Matulionj. Tai tik antrasis
lietuviy kilmés palaimintasis —asmenybé, tampanti Kataliky baznycios
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pripazintu pavyzdziu viso pasaulio krikscionims. Tai zmogus, kurio
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moralinis tvirtumas, nepajudinama pagarba tikéjimo ir moralinéms
| _ . vertybéms leidzia naujai, jautriai ir su pasididziavimu permastyti

skaudzig XX a. Lietuvos istorijos patirtj. Brutalaus ateistinio sovietinio

| rezimo, represijy, trémimu ir kKankinimu akistatoje atsidurusio

| | vyskupo laikysena tampa ne tik Kataliky baznycios, bet ir visos tautos

% r—— —— _ —— herojiskumo istorija, pasakojanti apie lietuvj, visuotineés istorijos

? klystkeliuose sugebéjusj issaugoti zmogiskuma ir artimo meilés idealg.

; Garbingojo Dievo tarno arkivyskupo Teofiliaus Matulionio istorija — tai
Bae. - = ne tik kunigysteés, pasaukimo, uolaus tikéjimo ir ganytojiskos meilés
istorija. Tai tikras ir herojiskas Zzmogiskumo virSenybés pries blogi
liudijimas.

The Venerable Archbishop Teofilius Matulionis (1873-1962)

In 2016, Pope Francis decided to beatity the martyr, Servant of God, Archbishop Teofilius
Matulionis, who will thus become the second Beatified of Lithuanian descent, as well as a model

to Christians all around the world, recognized by the Catholic Church. He is a person whose
strength of character, unwavering respect tor the values of faith and morals allow us to rethink
the paintul experience of the twentieth-century history of Lithuania anew, sensitively, and with
pride. The stance ot the bishop, who tfound himselt faced with the brutal atheist Soviet regime,
repressions, deportations and tortures, becomes a chronicle of heroism of not only the Catholic
Church, but also the entire nation, a history about a Lithuanian who managed to retain his
humanity and the ideal of love for one’s neighbour in the intricate paths of universal history.
The story of the venerable Servant of God, Archbishop Teofilius Matulionis, is more than a story
of priesthood, calling, zealous taith and pastoral love. It is a true and heroic testimony of the
triumph of humanity over evil.
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Kaisiadoriy vysk. Teofiliaus Matulionio antspaudas.

Vyskupo pasirinktas sukis — ,Per Kryziy | zvaigzdes!”

Bishop's seal of Teofilius Matulionis.

Bishop's motto reads “Through the Cross to the Stars!”



Pasaukimo kelias

Busimasis arkivyskupas Teofilius gimé 1873 metais Kudoriskio kaime, Alantos apylinkése
(Anyksciy raj.). Jis buvo antrasis tkininky Jurgio ir Onos Matulioniy Seimos stunus. Kudoriskio
apylinkés gyventojai jau ankstyvoje jaunystéje sakydave apie ji, kad Sis labai svintas, tad
niekam nekélé nuostabos, kad jis pasirinko kunigo kelia. O §tai zinia, kad po mety mokymosi
1S kunigy seminarijos iSstojo, daugeliui buvo netikéta. Pasirinkimas nebuvo padiktuotas
lengvabudiskumo - kunigysté jaunajam Teofiliui atrodeé zavi, viliojanti, bet kartu ir sunkia
kancia persmelkta tarnysté. Tarsi ruoSdamasis ateities kanciai, Teofilius kurj laikg mokytojavo,
tyré save ir svarsté, ar gali ryztis tokiam pasaukimui. Tvirtai apsisprendes jaunasis mokytojas
oriZzo ] seminarijg su tokiu ryztu, kurio daugiau niekas nebegaléjo palauzti. VieSpaties
pasauktam klierikui subrandinus pasiryzimag aukotis dél meilés Dievui ir zmonéms,

1900 mety kovo 4 dieng vyskupas Karolis Antanas Nedzialkowskis Teofiliy Matulionj

jSventintino kunigu. Nuo tos akimirkos kunigystés tarnyste jis garbingai vykdé 62 metus.

Petrapilio kunigy seminarijos studentas, apie 1899 m.

Following the calling

A student of Saint Petersburg Priest seminary, circa 1899

The archbishop-to-be Teotilius was born in 1873 in the village of Kudoriskis, Alanta environs
(Anyksciai district). He was the second son in the family of farmers Jurgis and Ona Matulionis.
Already in his early youth, the inhabitants of Kudoriskis and its surroundings would call him

a saintly person, and thus nobody was surprised when he chose the path of priesthood. Yet, the
news that atter a year ot studies Teofilius quit the theological seminary came as a big surprise
to many people. However, his decision was not prompted by light-mindedness — the young
Teotilius saw priesthood as a beautiful and enticing service, which was nonetheless burdened
with heavy suftfering. As if preparing himself for future tribulations, Teotilius worked as a
teacher for some time and explored himself trying to understand if he could really take up this
calling. Having tfirmly made up his mind, the young teacher returned to the seminary with
determination so strong that nobody could break it anymore. When the seminary student,
called by God, strengthened his resolution to sacrifice himself for the love of God and people,
on 4 March 1900 Bishop Karol Antoni Nedziatkowski ordained Teotilius Matulionis as a priest.
From that moment on, Teotfilius honourably served as a priest for sixty-two years.

Vysk. Matulionis su brolio seima

Bishop Matulionis with his brother’s family




Pirmieji kunigystés zingsniai
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kaip neeilinis sielovadininkas ir drauge baznycios statybos organizatorius. Jaunojo kunigo
uolumas neliko nepastebétas carinés Rusijos policijos — jo veikla buvo sekama, ir jau

1909 metais teismas ji nubaudé uz sergancio kudikio i$ miSrios Seimos krikstg. Si bausmeé
buvo tik pati pradzia ty kanciy, kurios ateityje lauke sovietinei tvarkai nepritariancio,
principingo kunigo. Jkalinimo bausme Teoftilius atliko Peterburge, dominikonu vienuolyne.
Cia kunigas nesédéjo sudéjes ranky - karé naujg darbininky parapija, iniciavo Sv¢. Jézaus
Sirdies baznyc¢ios statyba. Peterburge kunigg pasitiko 1917 metuy revoliucinis Baznycios
persekiojimo jsiatis. Dél to, kad nepasirasé baznytinio turto ir pastaty nusavinimo akto,
Teotilius jau 1923 m. su bendrazygiais teisiamas Maskvoje. Gaves trejus metus bausmes,
kunigas kaléjo Maskvoje Butyrky ir Sokolniky kaléjimuose. ISleistas j laisve anksciau laiko,
po dveju mety, Teotilius galéjo isvykti j Lietuva, taciau tévisko rupescio ir atsakomybés
skatinamas sugrjzo j naujai suburta Peterburgo tikinciyjy parapija. Pirmieji persekiojimo
smugiai vyskupo nuo tarnystés neatbaidé: jis ir toliau uoliai patarnaudavo tikintiesiems,
neatsizvelgdamas j jy tautybe - lietuviy, rusy, latviy, lenkuy, vokieciy kalbomis.

The first steps as a priest

Having started his service as a dean of the parishes of Varaklani and Bikava in Latvia, Teofilius Matulionis buvo nominuotas vyskupu
i ; : : 1928 met dzio 8 dieng. Sventi lapta suteiké
Teofilius soon won fame as an extraordinary pastor and, alongside, an organizer of church B R N e ek
vysk. Antonijus Maleckis savo paties jkurtos berniuky

construction. The zeal of the young priest did not go unnoticed by the tsarist Russian police - amaty mokyklos Své. Mergelés Marijos Sirdies
: . it : i ST . koplycioj
his activity was closely scrutinized, and in 1909 the court sentenced him for baptizing a child R

from a mixed family. This sentence was only the beginning of the sufferings that awaited

Teofilius Matulionis was nominated as bishop on

8 December 1928. The consecration was secretly

the principled priest who disapproved of the Soviet order in the years to come. Teofilius administered by Bishop Antoni Malecki in the Chapel
of the Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Boys'

served his sentence in a Dominican convent 1 |
School of Crafts that he himself founded

in St. Petersburg. There the priest did not sit
idle — he founded a new workers’ parish and
initiated the construction of the Church ot
the Holy Heart of Jesus. In St. Petersburg,

he encountered the revolutionary rage of the
persecution of the Church in 1917. Already

in 1923, Teofilius with his associates was put
to trial in Moscow for refusing to sign an act

on the appropriation ot church property and
buildings. Having been sentenced to three years, the priest was imprisoned in Moscow, in the

Butyrki and Sokolniki prisons. He was released trom prison ahead of time, after two years, and
was free to go to Lithuania. However, compelled by tatherly care and responsibility, Teofilius

returned to the newly formed parish in St. Petersburg. The first blows of persecution did not
distract the bishop from his goal: he continued his zealous service for the benetfit ot believers,

irrespective of their nationality, in the Lithuanian, Russian, Latvian, Polish, and German
languages.

Vysk. Matulionis vaiky apsuptyje

Bishop Matulionis surrounded by children
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Kur avys — ten ir ganytojai!

1929-aisiais vyskupas suimamas antrg karta. Sikart kaléjimo vienutéje Teofilius beveik metus
iSsédéjo be teismo. Tardyti buvo saukiamas, kaip jprasta, naktimis, kartais net du ar tris
kartus per naktj. Per vienuolika meénesiy i$ viso tardytas dvidesimt keturis kartus, diena
pailséeti ar prigulti neleisdavo. Be jokio teismo paskelbtas nuosprendis — deSimt metu Solovkuy
lageryje. Vyskupas, isgirdes tokj sprendima, nudziugo —juk ten, jo ziniomis, sédéjo 34 iStremti
kunigai! Ganytojas tapo ne tik kartu kalin¢iy kunigy bendruomenés autoritetu ir ukvedziu,
bet ir jautriu sielovadininku. Deja, slaptai aukojamos §v. MiSios ir dvasiniai patarnavimai
buvo greitai susekti, bendruomené isblaskyta, o vyskupas vél teisiamas. Bausmé — metus
kaléti griezto rezimo kaléjime. Vyskupas iSsiustas i Leningrado baudziamajj izoliatoriy, i$ kur
iSveztas priverciamiesiems darbams j Svirskio lagerj. Itin sunkus darbas kertant miska, Saltis,
drégme ir prastas maistas pakirto jo sveikata. 1933 metais, keiciantis politiniais kaliniais, i$
kaléjimo kartu su dar devyniais kunigais isgelbétas ir vyskupas Matulionis.

Pastors follow their flock!

In 1929, the bishop was arrested again. This time, Teofilius spent almost a year in solitary
contfinement without court. Usually he was called for interrogation at night, sometimes even
two or three times during the night. In eleven months he was interrogated twenty-four times
in total, and was not allowed to take a rest or a nap during the day. The sentence — ten years

in the Solovki prison camp —was announced without court. The bishop was happy to hear

it — he had information that thirty-four deported priests had been imprisoned there! Teofilius
became not only an authority of the community of the imprisoned priests and the manager
of its affairs, but also a sensitive pastor. Unfortunately, the secretly administered Holy Mass

and spiritual services were soon exposed |

by the authorities, the community was r!'-: e N -
dispersed, and the bishop was sentenced 18 -
again. This time, the punishment was

a one-year sentence in a high-security

prison. The bishop was placed into custody

in Leningrad, and from there taken to

the Svirsk prison camp tfor compulsory

labour. Extremely arduous tree felling work,

cold, humidity and lack of nourishment

undermined his health. In 1933, during an

exchange of political prisoners, Bishop

Matulionis was rescued from prison together

with another nine priests.

Kunigai griZ¢ Lietuvon ik 88SR kaléjimy 1g33-X-1p

Kartu su vysk. Matulioniu 1933 m. ] Lietuvg grnze kunigai.

Virsuje - su kaliniy, apacioje — dvasininky rubais

Priests who returned to Lithuania together with Bishop Matulionis in 1933,

dressed as prisoners above, and in clerical clothes below
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Gnizes 15 Rusijos kalejimy, vyskupas Teofilius pirmiausia
aplanke popieziy Pijy XI, kuris nepaprastai jautriai
vertino jo pasiaukojimgqg. Kai Teofilius priklaupe pnes
popieziy isreikiti pagarbg ir paklusnumg, Sventasis

Tevas jj pakele ir pats atsiklaupe, sakydamas:

»Esl kankinys! Privalal pirmas mane palaiminti!”

Tas pats Sventasis Tévas 1936-aisiais lietuviy maldininky
grupes apsilankymo proga apie vyskupq Teofiliy

issitare:, Garbe lietuviy tautai, kun dave tokj didvyn!”

Having returned from Russian prisons, first of all Bishop
Teofilius paid a visit to Pope Pius XI, who highly valued
his sacrifice. When Teofilius knelt down in front of the
Pope to show his respect and humility, the Holy Father
raised him and knelt down himself, saying: “You are

a martyr! You must bless me first!” The same Holy
Father said the following words about Bishop Teofilius
on the occasion of a visit of a group of Lithuanian
pilgrims in 1936: “Glory be to the Lithuanian nation that

gave us a hero like him!”




Garbe lietuviy tautai, kuri
dave tokj didvyrj!

Grijzes po tremties, per 1934—-1936 metus vyskupas aplankeé lietuvius Amerikoje, Roma,
Sventajg Zeme, Sinajaus pusiasalj. GriZes i$ kelioniy jsiktré Kaune, kur buvo paskirtas
benediktiniy vienuolyno ir Sv. Mikalojaus baznyc¢ios rektoriumi. Teofilius padéjo arkivyskupui
vizitacijuy darbe, vykdeé baznycios remontg, pritaikant jg nuolatinei Sv¢. Sakramento adoracijai,
Kauno kunigy seminarijoje vadovavo Misijy bureliui, tapo dvasios tévu seminarijos
studentams bei Lietuvos kariuomenés kapelionu. Naujuy pareigy gausa nenustime uzmarstin
rupescio del tautieciy likimo Rusijoje: vyskupas sparciai ruoseési grizimui j misijas —auksavo
senus liturginius indus, rinko maldynus rusu kalba, rapinosi padeveétu liturginiy raby taisymu.

Mirus Kaisiadoriy vyskupui J. Kuktai, 1943 metais Teofilius skiriamas j jo vieta. Nors
soviety bei naciy okupacija, karo neramumai ir vélesnis komunisty siautéjimas neleido iki
galo iSskleisti ganytojiskos veiklos, vyskupo visa tai neisgasdino. Jis rastu ir zodziu drasiai
protestavo pries baznyciy, kunigy seminarijos uzdaryma, koplyciy naikinimg, tikinciujy
teisiy suvarzyma. Tokie drgsus vyskupo issiSokimai buvo greitai, sutvarkyti“ —1946 m. jis dar
karta suimamas ir nuteisiamas septyneriems nelaisvés metams. Didziajg bausmeés dalj atlikes
griezto rezimo Vladimiro kaléjime, po penkeriy mety issekes Teofilius pervezamas j invalidy
namus Mordovijoje.

Vysk. Teofilius pas tautiecius iseivius

Glory be to the Lithuanian nation that gave us a hero like him! Amerikoje 1934-1936 m.
Bishop Teofilius visiting his compatriots in
Having returned from deportation, from 1934 to 1936 the bishop visited Lithuanians in the e Uim_,dilm,s qmmj,im - 19;4_@35

United States of America, Rome, the Holy Land, and the Sinai Peninsula. Upon return from his

trips, he settled in Kaunas, where he was appointed the rector of the Benedictine convent and
St. Nicholas's Church. Teofilius helped the archbishop conduct visitations, supervised repair

works in the church while adapting it for the perpetual adoration of the Holy Sacrament, led
the Missions Group in the Kaunas Theological Seminary, and became a spiritual father to the

seminary students and a chaplain of the Lithuanian army. The abundance of his new duties Kankinystes vietos

did not diminish his concern about the fate of his compatriots in Russia, and the bishop took 1909 I3 Latvijos siunciamas atlikti bausme

] Sankt Peterburga

preparations to resume his missions — he had old liturgical vessels gilded, collected prayer books e
19231925 Maskvos Butyrky ir Sokolniky kalejimai

in the Russian language, and took care of the mending of second-hand liturgical garments. 1929-1930 Leningrado kaléjimas (,Spalernia“)
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Upon the death of the bishop of Kai$iadorys, Juozapas Kukta, in 1943 Teofilius was e L L
1932-1933 Leningrado kalejimo vienute

appointed to substitute him. Although the Soviet and Nazi occupations, the war turmoil and 1933 Lodeinoje Pole darbo lageris

. e : : . : i 1946 Vilni Lukiskiu kalej
subsequent Communist atrocities did not allow him fully developing his pastoral activity, the RELCN PRGN E RCTR RS,
1947 Orsos kaliniy paskirstymo 1zoliatorius

bishop did not get scared. He boldly protested, both in word and in writing, against the closure  1947-1954 Viadimiro kaléjimas

1954-1956 Potmos specialios paskirties invaliduy

of churches and the theological seminary, the destruction of chapels and the restriction of

namai, Mordovija

the rights of believers. These brave moves ot the bishop were soon “dealt with”—-1in 1946 he 1958-1962 Vidaus tremtis Seduvoje (iki mirties)

was arrested once again and sentenced to seven years of imprisonment. Having served the
larger part of his sentence in the high-security Vladimir prison, atter five years the emaciated

Places of martyrdom

1909 Transferred from Latwvia to serve his sentence
Teotilius was transterred to a home for the disabled in Mordovia. in St. Petersburg

1923-1925 Butyrki and Sokolniki prisons in Moscow
1929-1930 Leningrad prison (“Shpalernya”)
1930-1932 Solovkl prison camp in Anzer Island
1932-1933 Leningrad solitary confinement cell

1933 Lodeynoye Pole labour camp
1946 Vilnius Lukiskes prison

1947 Orsha prison custody

1947-1954 Vladimir prison

1954-1956 Potma special-purpose home for
the disabled, Mordowvia

1958-1962 Internal deportation in Seduva

(until his death)




Per kryziy — ] zvaigzdes!

[S tremties sugrjzes po deSimtmecio, Teotilius apsigyveno BirStone, kur slapta pasventino
vyskupu kan. Vincenta Sladkeviciuy. Uz tokia savivale abu ganytojai buvo dar karta nubausti:
naujasis vyskupas iStremtas j Nemunélio Radviliskj, Teofilius — i Seduva, kur taip pat gyveno
nuolatinéje valdzios ,,globoje”. Jo kambaryje sumontuota pasiklausymo jranga, nuolat
atliekamos kratos. 1962-aisiais vyskupas gavo telegrama, pranesancia apie jo pakélima j
arkivyskupus bei kvietimg dalyvauti Vatikano II Susirinkime. Deja, ] Rom3a Teotilius nuvykti
nebespéjo. Paskutiné krata, daryta likus trims dienoms iki mirties, buvo lemtinga. Jos metu

vyskupui buvo suleista ,, raminamuyju”, nuo kuriy stipriai pablogéjo ir taip jau isSvargusio Dievo

tarno sveikata. Garbingasis arkivyskupas miré 1962 m. rugpjucio 20 d. Seduvoje.

Vyskupas Teofilius Matulionis visuomet drasiai ir su giliu pasitikéjimu priémeé jam
siunciamus iSbandymus ir kancias. Ypac ryskiai vyskupo dvasios stiprybé ir pasitikeéjimas
atsiskleidzia laiskuose, pamoksluose ir pokalbiuose, uzrasytuose kalint Vladimiro kaléjime
ir Mordovijoje: , Kai pamanai, koks geras ir gailestingas yra Viespats: savuosius suranda

miSkuose, tundrose, vidurnakti... Sirdingai dékui Jam! Gerai sutvarké Apvaizda, kad ir mus -
brolius kunigus — atsiunté ten, kur tikintieji. Kur avys —ten ir ganytojai.”

Through the Cross to the Stars!

Having returned from deportation ten years later, Teofilius settled in BirStonas, where he
secretly ordained the canon Vincentas Sladkevicius as a bishop. For this arbitrary act both
pastors were punished once again: the newly ordained bishop was deported to Nemunélio
Radviliskis, and Teofilius was made to go to Seduva, where he continued to live under

the constant “care” of the authorities. His room was tapped, and searches were regularly
performed. In 1962, the bishop received a telegram informing him about his promotion to

the rank of archbishop, and an invitation

to take part in the Second Vatican Council.
Unfortunately, Teofilius was not destined to
oo to Rome. The last search conducted three
days betore his death was fatal. During this
search, the bishop was administered a shot of
“sedatives’, which shattered the health ot the
already ailing servant of God. The venerable
archbishop died on 20 August 1962 in Seduva.

Bishop Teofilius Matulionis always
accepted all trials and sutferings that were

sent to him with courage and deep taith. The bishop's strength of spirit and trust in God is
particularly distinctly revealed in his letters, sermons and conversations written down during

his confinement in the Vladimir prison and Mordovia: “Just think how good and mercitul the

Lord is: He finds His flock in the woods, in the tundra, at midnight... I am thankful to Him with

all my heart! Providence made sure that we, priest brethren, be sent where the believers are.
Pastors follow their flock.”

Vyskupas dalyvauja laidotuvese

Bishop taking part in a funeral service

Prel. Stanislovo Kiskio prasymu 1989 metais Kaisiadony
vyskupas Juozas Matulaitis pradejo vyskupijoje
arkivyskupo T. Matulionio pripazinimo sventuoju
procesq. Per 1990-2015 m. laikotarpj beatifikacijos
bylos komisija surinko reikalingus dokumentus, bylos
postulatorius kun. dr. M. Sabonis parenge ,, Positio”
dokumentq, apibendrinant] Dievo tarho gyvenimg

Ir dorybes. Kaisiadony vyskupas J. Ivanauskas ir
beatifikacijos bylos postulatonius 2015 m. j] pristate
Sventyjy skelbimo kongregacijai. 2016 m. gruodzZio 1 d.
popiezius Pranciskus jgaliojo Kongregacijq paskelbti
dekretq, pripazjstant] Dievo tarno arkivyskupo Teofiliaus
Matulionio kankinyste ir taip atvenant] keliq jo

paskelbimui palaimintuoju.

At the request of Prelate Stanislovas Kiskis, in 1989
Bishop of Kaisiadorys Juozas Matulaitis started

the process of beatification of Archbishop Teofilius
Matulionis in the diocese. In the period from 1990 to 2015,
the committee of the beatification case collected all the
necessary documents, and the postulator of the case, Rev.
Dr. Mindaugas Sabonis, prepared the Positio document
summanzing the life and virtues of the Servant of God.

In 2015, Bishop of Kaisiadorys Jonas Ivanauskas and the
postulator of the beatification case presented it to the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints. On 1 December
2016, Pope Francis enabled the Congregation to proclaim
a decree recognizing the martyrdom of the Servant of
God, Archbishop Teofilius Matulionis, thus opening

a way to his beatification.



	K-tvora_T-Matulionis_Press-1
	K-tvora_T-Matulionis_Press-2
	K-tvora_T-Matulionis_Press-3
	K-tvora_T-Matulionis_Press-4
	K-tvora_T-Matulionis_Press-5
	K-tvora_T-Matulionis_Press-6

