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Overcome evil with good

2018 m. minime istikimo Dievo tarno Jurgio
Matulaicio (Matuleviciaus) konsekracijos

] Vilniaus vyskupus simtmetj. Tai pirmasis

XX a. lietuviy kilmes palaimintasis, tapes
pavyzdiniu krikscionisko gyvenimo liudytoju.
Sios gilios ir jvairiapusiS$kos asmenybés istorijos
verpetuose isgyventa patirtis leidzia suaktualinti
palaimintojo atsidavimag Baznyciai. Vyskupas
Jurgis savo jzvalgumu ir idéjomis, drgsiais
visuomenineés veiklos uzmojais bei humanistine
laikysena buvo pralenkes savajj laikg. Matydamas
gaja tautine ir socialine neapykanta, jis atsisake
paisyti, kg zmonés mano, kalba ir raso apie

jo tautybe, apolitiskuma ar uzsidegimg eiti
visuomenes socialines evangelizacijos keliu.

Pal. Jurgis Matulaitis visada pirmiausia buvo
visy tauty, religijy ir socialinés padéties zmoniy
ganytojas, sykiu telkiantis ir atnaujinantis
Baznycig, jis nuolat vadovavosi ir kitus
tikincCiuosius kviete sekti sv. Pauliaus sukiu —
nugalek blogj gerumu.
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[n 2018, the centenary

of the consecration ot
Servant of God Jurgis
Matulaitis (Matulevicius)
as Bishop of Vilnius is
commemorated. The first Blessed of Lithuanian
descent in the twentieth century, Matulaitis
became an exemplary witness of Christian life.
The trying experience that he had in the turmoil
of history allows us to actualise his devotion to
the Church. In his insights and ideas, his bold
initiatives of social activity and his humanistic
stance, Bishop Jurgis, a many-sided person

of great depth, was ahead of his time. In the
atmosphere of raging national and social hatred,
he refused to pay attention to what people think,
talk and write about his nationality, indifference
towards politics or his wish to follow the path of
social evangelisation. Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis
was a pastor of people of all nationalities,
religions and social classes, both uniting and
renewing the Church. He followed and called
other believers to follow Saint Paul’s dictum:
Overcome evil with good.

Vilniaus vysk. Jurgio Matulaicio
herbas. Vyskupo pasirinkti
sukiai - ,Dievul ir Baznyciai®,
,Nugalek blogj gerumu”

Coat of arms of Bishop of Vilnius
Jurgis Matulaitis. Mottos chosen
by the Bishop: “For God and

the Church”, “Overcome good
with evil”
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Baznycios socialinio mokymo sauklys

The ambassador of the social teaching of the Church

Busimasis vyskupas gime lietuviy ukininky
Andriejaus Matulaicio ir Ursulés Matulytés seimo-
je, Lugines kaime, Suvalkijoje. Jurgis anksti tapo
naslaiciu. Dél netinkamy gyvenimo sglygy jam is-
sivysté kauly dziova, taciau liga nesutrukde uoliai
mokytis Marijampoléje, studijuoti Kelcy ir Varsu-
vos kunigy seminarijose. Kunigu tapes jaunuolis
pavyzdingai baige magistro studijas Sankt Peter-
burgo Imperatoriskojoje Romos kataliky dvasinéje
akademijoje. Del pablogejusios sveikatos atvykes

j Sveicarijg, Friburo universitete jis sugebéjo su pa-
gyrimu apginti teologijos daktaro disertacija. Dar
1K1 revoliucijos Rusijos imperijoje, jau plintant so-
cializmo idejoms, kun. Jurgis pradejo skleisti soci-
alinj Baznycios mokyma: tapo pirmuoju sociolo-
gljos katedros profesoriumi Peterburgo dvasineje
akademijoje, Varsuvoje ir Kaune organizavo popu-
liarumo sulaukusius socialinius kursus, atnesu-
sius jam socialisto, liberalo ir vieno is pavojingiau-
siy ,,modernisty” vardus.

The bishop-to-be
was born into

the family of the
Lithuanian farmers
Andriejus Matulaitis
and Ursulé Matulyte
in the village of
Lugine, Suvalkija
region. Jurgis was orphaned at an early age. Due to
inadequate living conditions he contracted Pott’s
disease, but it did not hinder him from attending
school in Marijampolé and studying at the Kielce
and Warsaw theological seminaries. Having
become a priest, the young man completed
Master's studies at the Saint Petersburg Imperial
Roman Catholic Theological Academy with
distinction. Having arrived in Switzerland to

seek medical treatment, he defended a doctoral
dissertation at Freiburg University with honours.

Already betore the revolution in the Russian

Empire, along with the spread of socialist ideas,
Rev. Jurgis started to disseminate Catholic
social teaching: he became the first protessor
of the Sociology Department in the Saint

Petersburg Theological Academy, and organised
highly popular social courses in Warsaw and
Kaunas, which earned him the reputation of a
socialist, liberal and one of the most dangerous
“modernists”.

Klierikas Jurgis Matulaitis.
Pries 1895 m.

Pal. Jurgio Matulaicio gimtasis
namas Marijampolés apskr.,
Sunsky vls¢., Luginés k.

Sankt Peterburgo Imperatoriskoiji
Romos kataliky Dvasinés
Akademijos koplycia, kurioje
Jurgis 1898 m. lapkricio 20 d.
gavo kunigystés sventimus

Seminary student Jurgis

Matulaitis. Before 1895 Birthplace of Blessed Jurgis

Matulaitis in Lugine village,
Sunskai rural district,
Marijampole district

Chapel of the Saint Petersburg
Imperial Roman Catholic Theo-
logical Academy, in which Jurgis
was ordained as a priest on

20 November 1898




Vienuolijy gaivintojas ir steigejas

The rejuvenator and founder of religious orders

Po 1864 m. sukilimo Rusijos imperijos valdzia
uzdare kataliky vienuolynus. Nuo vaikystés
Jurgiui Matulaiciui artimi marijonai savo prazu-
ties lauke paskutiniame Marijampoles vienuo-
lyne, kuriame 1909 m. buvo likes tik marijony
generolas Vincentas Senkus. Gelbédamas mirs-
tancig kongregaci-
j3, kun. Jurgis kartu
su keliais kunigais
slapta dave vienuolio
jzadus, taip uztikrin-
damas vienuolijos
tasa. Netrukus, tapes
vienuolijos generolu
ir iSvykes i Friburg, tévas Jurgis ten suorganiza-
vo slaptg naujokyng. Atgaivintg kongregacijg jis
ir reformavo, parasydamas naujas konstitucijas.
1918 m. spalio 15 d. naujojo marijony generolo
iniciatyva jsteigta SvC. Mergelés Marijos Nekal-
tojo Prasidejimo Vargdieniy sesery kongregaci-
ja 1kunijo tevo Jurgio turimg motery vienuolijos
vizij3. Greta dvasinio gyvenimo jkurejas vienuo-
léems numate veiklaus apastalavimo kelig, siekj
eiti ten, kur galima jnesti Kristaus dvasia: dar-
zeliuose, mokyklose, seneliy ir naslaiciy prie-
glaudose, spausdinant ir platinant knygas bei
laikrascius. Tai buvo pirmoji lietuviska motery
vienuolija, orientuota ] socialine veikla.

After the uprising of 1864, the Russian imperial
authorities were closing Catholic monasteries.
The Congregation of Marian Fathers of the
Immaculate Conception, to which Jurgis
Matulaitis felt attached since childhood, waited
for its end in the last monastery in Marijampole,
where the Marian general Vincentas Senkus
remained alone in 1909. To save the dying
congregation, Rev. Jurgis together with several
other priests secretly took monastic vows, thus
ensuring the continuation of the religious order.
Having become a general and having left for
Freiburg, Father Jurgis organised a secret novitiate
there. He reformed the revived congregation

by writing a new rule. The Congregation of the
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary founded on the initiative

of the new Marian general on 15 October 1918
embodied Father Jurgis’s vision of a women’s
order. In addition to spiritual life, the nuns were
engaged in active apostolic work, spreading

the spirit of Christ in kindergartens, schools,
orphanages and old people’s homes, publishing
and disseminating books and newspapers.

[t was the first Lithuanian women'’s religious
congregation oriented to social activity.

Jurgis Matulaitis kartu su Marijonu generolas
Marijonu kongregacijos Jurgis Matulaitis Belianuose
nariais 1921 m. (Lenkija), apie 1917 m.

Jurgis Matulaitis with members Marian general Jurgis
of the Marian Congregation, Matulaitis in Bielany (Poland),
1921 circa 1917




Vilniaus vyskupas: ,,Ateinu pas jus su meile”

Bishop of Vilnius: “I come to you with love”

bo EXscelencijai Vilniaus Vyskupui
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Ssesele drni Matulevibini<

es Prusy. lietuviai, 8reik§dami savo pageidavimq
susiridti su DidZiaja Lietuva, sveikiname ¥ian-
dieng Jusu EKscelencijos asmenyje atsigaivinantj

tauting vyskupiskq sostq Lietuvos sostinéje.Pilni
vilties maldaujami Augs¢iausigji, kad palaiminty
Jusy Ekscelencijos darbg brangios téevynés
oyventoju gerovei.—=255 - -

Naujasis marijony generolas norejo atsideti vie-
nuolijos puoselejimui, bet priimdamas Dievo va-
lig tapo Vilniaus vyskupu. Ganytojauti jam teko
vienais sunkiausiy vyskupijai mety. Karo, revoliu-
cijos ir nuolatineés valdziy kaitos iSmusta is véziy
vyskupija skendo politikavimo litne. Vyskupas
Jurgis, tikéedamas, jog stiprinama krikscioniska
dvasia gali sumazinti tautine neapykantg, daug
demesio skyre Vilniaus kunigy seminarijai, tvar-
keé ir steige vienuolijas, globojo naslaicius, drjso
didinti lietuviy ir gudy kataliky teises, uzstoti zy-
dus ir rusus. Visuomenes nusiteikimas, ganyto-
jisko darbo salygos per septynerius vyskupavimo
metus isliko nepakitusios. 1925 m. vasario men.
Lenkijai pasirasius konkordata su Sv. Sostu, Vil-
niaus vyskupija tapo metropoline arkivyskupija.
Vyskupas Jurgis suprato, jog lietuvis nebus skiria-
mas arkivyskupu metropolitu, todél popieziaus
Pijaus XI pritarimu pasitrauke is pareigy. Pranes-
damas apie atsistatydinima, laiske kapitulai rase:
,9avo maldose visuomet atsiminsiu Vilniaus vys-
kupija ir Auksciausigji maldausiu, kad jos gyven-
tojai labiau atsizvelgty ] tai, kas juos galéty jung-
t1, negu ] tai, kas gali skirti.”

Mazojoje Lietuvoje gyvenanciy Vysk. Jurgis Matulaitis su

lietuviy sveikinimas Vilniaus Marijos sodalicijos merginomis
vyskupui Jurgiui Matulaiciui, Balstogéje (Lenkija) 1921 m.
jiteiktas jo konsekravimo liepos 22 d.

dieng. Kaunas, 1918 m. Bishop Jurgis Matulaitis
gruodzio 1d. with girls of the Sodality of
Greeting card from the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Lithuanians of Lithuania Bialystok (Poland) on 22 July
Minor presented to Bishop 1921

of Vilnius Jurgis Matulaitis
on the day of his consecration.
Kaunas, 1 December 1918

The new Marian general wished to dedicate himself

to the affairs of the religious congregation, but
accepting God’s will, he became Bishop of Vilnius.
He served during one of the most difficult periods
for the diocese. Shattered by the war, revolutions
and constant change of administrations, the
diocese was drowning in intrigues. With a firm
hope that the strengthening of Christian spirit
could lessen national hatred, Bishop Jurgis
devoted much attention to the Vilnius Theological
Seminary, improved the existing and founded new
religious orders, took care of orphans, expanded
the rights of Lithuanians and Belarusians, and
interceded for Jews and Russians. Society’s moods
and the conditions of pastoral work remained
unchanged during the seven years of his service.

When a concordat with the Holy See was signed

in February 1925, the Vilnius diocese became

a metropolitan archdiocese. Bishop Jurgis

realised that a Lithuanian would not be appointed
a metropolitan archbishop, and with approval of
Pope Pius XI resigned from office. Announcing
his resignation, in a letter to the chapter he wrote:

“I'will always remember the Vilnius diocese in my

prayers and will beg the Lord that its residents
should focus more on what unites them than what

divides them.”



Apostolic visitator to Lithuania

Palikes Vilniaus vyskupijg, svajodamas pagaliau
pasisvesti vienuolijai, vysk. Jurgis atvyko i Roma.
Taciau popieziui paskyrus jj tituliniu Adulijos
arkivyskupu ir apastaliskuoju vizitatoriumi Lie-
tuvai, Dievas atvede ] tevyne. Arkivysk. Jurgis tu-
réjo modernizuoti Kataliky baznycios organiza-
cijg, isteigti baznytine
Lietuvos provincijg 1r
parengti Lietuvos kon-
kordata su Sv. Sostu.
Deja, vizitatoriuil rode-
S1, Jog gimtineje susi-
duria ,,su paciu Liuci-
pierium". Santykiai su
Sv. Sostu buvo beveik nutraukti, Baznycia atrodé
lyg neturinti vadovybes, kataliky bendruomene
buvo isblaskyta. Vis délto jam pavyko itin grei-
tai parengti baznytinés provincijos metmenis.
1926 m. balandzio 4 d. Sventasis Tévas Pijus XI
apastaliskgja konstitucija ,Lithuanorum gente"”
paskelbé apie Lietuvos baznytinés provincijos su
metropolito sostine Kaune jkuirimg. Arkivysk.
Jurgis diplomatine misijg pratesé ruosdamas
konkordato projekta. Pasiekes savo tikslg, laiske
Ap. Sostui jis rasée: ,Manau, kad mano misijg Lie-
tuvoje tenka laikyti pasibaigusia.” IS tiesy, si mi-
sija buvo vyskupui paskutine — patyres trukusio
apendicito operacijg, po savaités jis uzbaige savo
gyvenimiska kelione.

: . S

Atminimo nuotrauka
Lietuvos baznytines
provincijos jkurimo proga
1926 m. geguzes 13 d.

Arkivyskupas Jurgis Matulaitis
sporto varzybose Jungintése
Amerikos Valstijose 1926 m.

Archbishop Jurgis Matulaitis
in a sports game in the United
States of America in 1926

Souvenir photo on the
occasion of the founding of
the Lithuanian ecclesiastical
province on 13 May 1926

Apastaliskasis vizitatorius Lietuvai

Having left the Vilnius diocese and dreaming
of finally dedicating himself to the Marians,
Bishop Jurgis arrived in Rome. Yet God led him
to his homeland again, as the Pope appointed
him Titular Archbishop of Adulis and apostolic
visitator to Lithuania. Archbishop Jurgis

had to modernise the organisation of the
Catholic Church, establish the ecclesiastical
province of Lithuania and prepare Lithuania’s
concordat with the Holy See. Unfortunately,

it appeared that the visitator was facing
“Lucifer himself” in his homeland: the
relations with the Holy See were practically
cut, the Church seemed to have no leadership,
and the Catholic community was scattered.

Yet he managed to prepare the draft of the
Lithuanian ecclesiastical province in a very
short time. On 4 April 1926, Holy Father

Pius XI announced the establishment of the
Lithuanian ecclesiastical province with the
metropolitan capital Kaunas by the apostolic
constitution Lithuanorum gente. Archbishop
Jurgis continued his diplomatic mission and
prepared a draft of the concordat. Having
reached his goal, in a letter to the Apostolic See
he wrote: “I think that my mission in Lithuania
can be considered completed”. Indeed, this
mission was the last for the bishop —a week
after an operation for ruptured appendicitis,
he finished his earthly journey.
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Amzininky teigimu, arkivysk. Jurgis miré in odore
sanctitatis (Sventumo kvapsnyje). Jis buvo palaido-
tas Kauno arkikatedros bazilikos kriptoje. 1934 m.
arkivyskupo palaikai perkelti j gimtosios Marijam-
polés Sv. Arkangelo Mykolo baznycig, j atkurtosios
vienuolijos centrg. Tarp zmoniy vis stipréjantis
arkivysk. Jurgio sventumo garsas buvo gyvas zen-
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% 15 klas, jog laikas pradeti beatifikacijos bylg. Tuo pasi-

L s remdama, marijony vienuolijos kapitula nuspren- ~ According to his contemporaries, Archbishop
de inicijuoti procesg. Taciau Antrasis pasaulinis Jurgis died in odore sanctitatis (in the odour
karas ir Lietuvos okupacija suzlugde siuos planus. of sanctity). He was buried in the crypt of
- Pagal baznytineés teisés reikalavimus byla turéjo the Kaunas Archcathedral Basilica. In 1934,

ﬁ: buti pradeta L}etumj e, bet tai buvo nejmanoma, his remains were transferred to the Church

;,%* todel 1953 m. Sv. Sostas suteike leidima jg prade- of St. Michael the Archangel in Marijampole,

ti Romoje. Arkivysk. Jurgis ] altoriaus garbe buvo a centre of the restored religious congregation.
pakeltas 1987 m. birzelio 29 dieng, Lietuvos kriksto The spreading fame of his holiness was a true
600 mety jubiliejaus proga. Pal. Jurgj beatifikavu- sign that it was time to open the beatification
sio popieziaus Jono Pauliaus II zodziais, jis ,,buvo case. The chapter of the Marian Congregation
Vilniuje toliaregis ir rupestingas ganytojas®, ,,Zmo- decided to initiate the process. However, World
gus pagal Dievo sird]". War II and Lithuania’s occupation cancelled

these plans. According to church law, the case
had to be opened in Lithuania, but since it was
S impossible, in 1953, with permission from the
Holy See, it was opened in Rome. Archbishop
Jurgis was raised to the glory of the altar on
29 June 1987, on the occasion of the 600th
anniversary of Lithuania's Baptism. In the

Beatifikacijos iSkilmiy dienomis 15 1922 m. pal. Jurgio Matulaicio words of Pope John Paul IT who beatified jurgis

Vatikane, Sv. Petro bazilikos laisko: ,Esu visa sirdimi su jumis. Natulaitis, he was “a fore sighted and mindful
balkinne, lsstafjitﬂ palal:mlntn]n Sveikinu visus ir laiminu. Jurgis pas tor in Vilnius” “a man after God’s heart”.
: i R Tttt g SR BT SR jurglo Matu'aiclo paveiksio  From the letter of Blessed Jurgis
g g G b ” -y r——e .;_;.1'...”-;..-;-.._, ot e 41 e 11 i 4 8 oo b Berninio glorijoje kopija. Matulaitis of 1922: “I am with you
TTETTRTTRTIR. (17 [ B | 111K 1) 1y o= R Nl Dail. A. Missori, 1986 m. with all my heart. My greetings Lietuviy maldininky atminimo nuo-
Replica of the painting of Blessed  and blessings to all of you. Jurgis” trauka Sv. Petro aikstéje 1987 m. birzelio
Jurgis Matulaitis in Bernini’s 28 d. Priekyje is kaireés: 1 - kun. Ricardas
Gloria displayed on the balcony Mikutavicius, 2 - vysk. Antanas Vaicius,
of Saint Peter’s Basilica in the 3 — Pranas Raciunas MIC
Vatican during the days of his Souvenir photo of Lithuanian pilgrims
beatification. Artist A. Missori, in Saint Peter’s Square on 28 June 1987.
1986 In the front from the left: 1 - Rev. Ricar-

das Mikutavicius, 2 — Bishop Antanas
Vaicius, 3 - Pranas Raciunas MIC
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